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Religious
disabilities
of the
Catholics,
The oppres-
sion of
tithes.
Ireland in
poverty.
 landlords took rents amounting to £91,000 in 1692, £1,227,000
in 1783, and to over £2,000,000 in 1804 from Irish tenants.
The landlord's lessee sublet his lands to the Irish peasantry,
but whilst the middleman had a long lease, the peasant's
lease was short. When the leases came to an end, they were
frequently auctioned, and the peasant had either to face
eviction or to offer a high rent which he probably could not
afford to pay. In any case, the majority of Irish peasants
were Catholics and Catholics were forbidden to have leases
for longer than thirty-one years. This system was not
only unjust to the peasant, it was disastrous to the country.
The Irish peasant, saddled with exorbitant rents, could not
afford to develop his holding or to stock it adequately, and
as his lease was short and its renewal uncertain, he had little
inducement to attempt improvements. As a result Irish
farming was almost mediaeval in its methods.
The Catholics were placed under the severest restrictions.
They could not sit in Parliament; they could not hold office;
they were excluded from the legal and teaching professions;
they could not hold long-period leases, and the son of a
Catholic could secure the succession to his father's estates
only by turning Protestant. A Catholic might not even
own a horse valued at more than £5. The Established
Church was Anglican, and to this the Irish people paid tithes,
and though the Protestants in Ireland represented not more
than a sixth of the population, the rest had to pay to main-
tain a Church in which they did not believe. The collection
and assessment of tithes were grossly unjust, for whilst the
pastures of the rich were exempt, the tillage of the peasant
paid tithe. Tithes were farmed and sold by auction, and the
collectors often accepted bonds from the peasant, whose
estate would be seized if he failed to pay the interest on the
bonds.
During the eighteenth century, therefore, Ireland was
poverty-stricken. The population was growing rapidly,
increasing from just over a million in 1695 to over four
millions in 1788, and to nearly six millions in 1813. The
output of the country did not keep pace with the growth of
the population, and the financial burdens of the country

